Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor: 
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RESOLUTION 2011-254
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE CITY’S SUPPORT FOR THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT PLAN “CREATING THE SPARK – A REDEVELOPMENT AND CULTURAL PLAN FOR THE NORTHBANK CORE”, AND THOSE EFFORTS TAKEN TO SUPPORT CULTURAL AND ART RESOURCES WITHIN THE NORTHBANK CORE AND THE SPARK TARGET AREA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


 WHEREAS, downtown Jacksonville is the employment and cultural center for not only the City of Jacksonville, but also the Northeast Florida region as a whole; and

WHEREAS, downtown Jacksonville has been negatively impacted by the recent downturn in the local, state and national economy; and 
WHEREAS, economic revitalization of downtown Jacksonville is critical in preserving its place as an employment and cultural center; and
WHEREAS, arts and cultural activities have a long and successful history of helping to spur renewed interest in urban environments; and
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville seeks to nurture the growing arts movement within that portion of downtown Jacksonville bounded by Broad Street to the west, Liberty Street to the east, the St. Johns River to the South, and Church Street to the North (the “Northbank Core”) in order to enhance the quality of life for all residents, while seeding a grassroots effort of economic revitalization of downtown Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS, the City recognizes a need to better coordinate the utilization of the existing cultural venues and arts destinations within downtown Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS, the City recognizes the importance of developing a unified effort towards packaging investment activities and incentives in a concentrated and strategic location known as the Spark Target Area, depicted in Exhibit 1, attached hereto, of the Northbank Core; and

WHEREAS, as part of the effort to support the revitalization of downtown Jacksonville, the City of Jacksonville Planning and Development Department prepared a plan, “Creating the SPARK – A Redevelopment and Cultural Plan for the Northbank Core”, which has been placed on file and is labeled “Creating the SPARK, March 30, 2011, on File”; and 

WHEREAS, the Council wishes to express its support for “Creating the SPARK – A Redevelopment and Cultural Plan for the Northbank Core”; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

“Creating the SPARK – A Redevelopment and Cultural Plan for the Northbank Core” supported. The City hereby expresses its support of the City of Jacksonville Planning and Development Department plan, “Creating the SPARK – A Redevelopment and Cultural Plan for the Northbank Core”, which has been placed on file and is labeled “Creating the SPARK, March 30, 2011, on File” and the efforts described therein for the support of cultural and art resources within the Northbank Core and the Spark Target Area of the Northbank Core, depicted in Exhibit 1, attached hereto. 
Section 2. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:
     /s/  Dylan T. Reingold_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Dylan Reingold
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